By Brian Sweeney (Feb 2003) Most of you will be aware that the building across the School yard is the College Swimming pool but few of you may be fully aware of the long and accomplished history that Templeogue College has in Irish Swimming at schools, provincial, national and international level.
Throughout my time in the College and the swimming Club I was both coached and mentored by a man who was also an ex-pupil of Templeogue College. That man was David McCullagh (left) who unfortunately for Irish Swimming passed away late last year. David will be a huge loss to Irish Sport and the sport of Swimming.
For 23 years he was manager of Templeogue Swimming Pool and commenced coaching the school team at the age of 16. Templeogue Swimming Club was started from two lanes in a public hour and has been built in to a very successful club that continues to produce many fine swimmers up to national and international level.
Currently Templeogue Swim Club has c. 130 members ranging in age from 8 to 23. Swimmers train anything from two to 18 hours a week. The Club recruits members from the classes that are run in the pool and children from all over the surrounding area have been members of the Templeogue Swim Club. The Club has consistently placed representatives on Leinster, Irish and International Teams and has continues to produce top athletes in the sport. Currently, there are 9 members on the Irish National Squad and the club will have representatives on The club has become and still is an invaluable asset to the community. We often take for granted the importance of sport in society. Think how many swimmers went through TSC over the last 20-22 years. There can be no doubt that David McCullagh has touched the lives of a generation of people in this community. The teaching programme operated by the pool has had a huge influence on a long list of pupils in the surrounding schools and continues to work with athletes and College Pupils at the highest levels in the sport of Swimming in Ireland David Mc Cullagh (right) was proud of the swimmers and the club. He was proud of them not only as fine athletes, but of the fact that many as adults became his friends as I did. It is testament to his ability as a mentor that many of the coaches in the club come from the ranks of swimmers. TSC is growing and thriving to this day based on the foundation, structure and the philosophy that Dave built over the years.
As Director of Swimming in Ireland, David guided swimming through troubled times. Since the early 1990s he worked tirelessly in bringing swimming into a new era. The formation of Swim Ireland and the implementation of the recommendations of the Murphy Report changed David's role in swimming dramatically. At this time of crisis for swimming he displayed organisational, analytical and leadership skills of an astounding degree. Without his skills, enthusiasm and persistence swimming would be looking back and not looking forward with confidence.
As the driving force of swimming, for his commitment and tireless work for to the sport he loved, we owe him a lot. Many of his friends do not believe that he got the recognition or indeed the support he deserved from within swimming.
David believed strongly in Coach education. Educational seminars became a part of the swimming year. The quest for knowledge brought some of the worlds finest coaches to Ireland. Like all good coaches David believed in planning. He was instrumental in the development of the Strategic Plan for Swimming in Ireland, a plan that he will not see implemented. But thankfully his vision is part of the future of swimming.
David will be missed. Swimming will miss his leadership, his courage, his commitment and his passion.
Fortunately, Templeogue Swim Club still retains the services of coaches who are pastpupils of Templeogue College who will continue the work of the last 20 years. Templeogue Swimming Club is going from strength to strength and has consistently finished 3 rd at the Irish National Championships in the last two seasons.
The culture is supportive, progressive and positive and the Club continues to develop and pursue David's goal of assisting as many athletes as possible to achieve the highest levels they wish in the sport of Swimming. Here's hoping that Templeogue College and Templeogue Swim Club will continue to play a major part in Irish Swimming over the next 30 years and beyond.
